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Main Point: If you’re searching for a mate, make sure there’s a spiritual match. 
 
A Relational Restriction (6:14a) 

1. “Do not be unequally                                  with unbelievers.” 
• The tense of this verse means to “stop yoking yourself to unbelievers.” 
• The idea is not to be “mismated” or “                          ” by yoking up with someone who is not saved. 

2. The whole design of a yoke is for two to do more work than one can                       , or even two animals 
pulling two separate plows. 
• A farmer would make sure to yoke only two                               animals together. 
• The results would be disastrous if two different kinds of animals were in the yoke. 

o They were different                       – ox was bigger, stronger, different in temperament and speed. 
o They were different                          – the ox was considered clean while the donkey was unclean. 

3. Four reasons the Bible is so adamant about not entering a spiritually mismatched marriage (Ephesians 
5:7, 1 Corinthians 7:39, Amos 3:3) 
• It is                                          . 
• It is                                          . 
• It is                                          . 
• It is                                          . 

 
Four Filters to Use When Looking for a Mate 

1. List                                         differences (6:14b-16). 
• Your                       is different – “For what partnership has righteousness with lawlessness?” 

o This has to do with                         . 
o “Partnership” is the idea of a                         association. 
o “Righteousness” is also translated as “just” and doesn’t mean someone is better than others 

but means we have been given the righteousness of Christ through                        . 
• Your                            is different – “Or what fellowship has light with darkness?” 

o This gets to the topic of                       . 
o Believers are in the                      , while those who don’t know Christ operate in the                       . 

• Your                          is different – “What accord has Christ with Belial?” 
o This gets to who is the                               in your life. 
o “Accord” is where we get                                           from. 
o “Belial” means                                         or “lewd” and was used as a synonym for Satan. 
o They have different                                             . 

• Your                                is different – “Or what portion does a believer share with an unbeliever?”  
o This gets to the idea of                                         . 
o “Portion” refers to “                                or have a part in.” 
o One is set apart                         the Creator the other lives apart                           the Almighty. 

• Your                                     is different – “What agreement has the temple of God with idols?” 
o This gets to our                                         in life. 
o The Temple is where God                             and was to never be trampled by unholy behavior. 



2. Listen to the                                           of God (6:17a). 
• Separation is first and foremost an inner attitude of the                            where we realize we are 

separated onto the Savior. 
• Because we                        to Him, we are not to attach ourselves to anyone or anything who will pull 

us away from Him. 
• Exodus 34:12, 16, Deuteronomy 7:3-4, 1 Kings 11:1-4, Psalm 106:35-36 
• Dating an unbeliever is dangerous because… 

o You might give you                          away and end up in a mismatched marriage. 
o You may give something else away you can never get back. 
o You may compromise your spiritual                                   and drift away from full devotion to 

Christ (Song of Solomon 3:5). 
3. Lean into your                                  (6:17b-18). 

• The idea behind “welcome” is “to treat with                             .” 
• The most important relationship you will ever have is not with a husband or wife, but with 

_________ (John 1:12, Jeremiah 3:18). 
• The title “Lord Almighty” is only used here and in the Book of Revelation in the New Testament. 

o It is the Old Testament equivalent of Jehovah Sabaoth and means “all-ruling and all-powerful; 
the                                .” 

• If you settle for a spiritually mismatched marriage, you will have                        satisfaction.  Don’t be 
a spiritual settler. 

• Find you satisfaction in                       alone (Proverbs 27:7). 
4. Live out your                                (2 Corinthians 7:1) 

• “Cleanse” means to “prune away” or “                         ” the ground of rubbish. 
• “Defilement” means that which “                          and soils.” 
• Principle – If you’re going to get married, marry the                               Christian you can find and be 

the strongest Christian you can be for your spouse. 
• What God has joined; we must not                         .  What God has separated; we must not               . 

 
If You are Married to a Someone Who is not a Christian 

1. Don’t                            (1 Corinthians 7:12-14) 
• You might not always feel it, but if you are living for Jesus, you are having an                        in your 

home. 
2. Keep                                    (1 Peter 3:1-4) 

 
Action Steps 

1. Memorize Ephesians 5:8 
2. Resolve right now to only marry a believer who loves Jesus. 
3. Reach out and encourage someone who is in a spiritually mismatched marriage. 
4. Make sure you are yoked to Jesus. 


