
Student Ministers 
I Timothy 4:11-16 

 
ppt Youth Weekend - Student Ministers 
 
Edge Students update: 
this has been a season of perseverance for our youth - zoom calls (ppt *show pic), hard 
conversations about Covid and unrest in America, school closings, graduations 
cancelled/postponed, parties put off, etc.  
 
*video - Evan Kidwell testimony (this story’s miraculous nature is not to be overshadowed by 
events of the last 4 months) 
introduce Evan 
 
ppt Main Thought: 
*When students live on mission they minister to all generations. 
 
Who was Timothy? 
 
ppt Acts 16: 1-2 
Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a 
Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the 
brothers at Lystra and Iconium. (He joins Paul at the time) 
 
“Timothy was, in every way, Paul’s spiritual son. Young but gifted, Timothy had been assigned 
to lead the church at Ephesus—a church needing order in worship as well as doctrinal 
correction, plagued as it was by false teachers…Paul charged Timothy to live a life beyond 
reproach, giving believers a standard to emulate.” (ESV study Bible) 
 
The aim/charge of the book: written by Paul 
ppt I Timothy 1:5 - “…love that issues from a pure heart, a good conscience, and sincere faith.” 
 
Overview: false teaching, Gospel reminders, prayer, church leadership qualifications, some will 
walk away from the faith, etc. 
 
I Timothy 4:6 - “If you put these things before the brothers, you will be a good servant of Jesus 
Christ…” 
 
*Prayer 
 
ppt I Timothy 4:11-16 (Emma read) 
11 Command and teach these things. 12 Let no one despise you for your youth, but set the 
believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity. 13 Until I come, devote 



yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, to teaching. 14 Do not neglect the 
gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of elders laid their hands on 
you. 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 
16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will 
save both yourself and your hearers. 
 
Breakdown:  
“Command and teach these things…” what things? (see vv. 6-10) The training that you have 
received and the good doctrine you have been taught. Pass it on. Steer clear of irreverent, silly 
myths, these old wives tales that get passed around. Focus on truth.  
 
 12a Let no one despise you for your youth 
"Don't let anyone look down on you because you are young…” (NIV) 
ppt *show hoodie pic 
 
-Probably many mature or older Christians at Ephesus (served under Paul) 
-Certainly, some of them would have looked down on Timothy for his age or experience 
-As a counterbalance to contempt, Timothy is to live an exemplary lifestyle 
 
12b but set the believers an example in speech, in conduct, in love, in faith, in purity 
-The qualities in which Timothy is to excel are those in which youth are so often lacking  
-Yet for that reason they would stand out more strikingly. 
-So then, authority in the community is contingent on character, not on age. 
 
ppt 5 areas Paul addresses- 
speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity: 
The first two, speech and conduct (i.e. manner of life, or behavior) apply to Timothy’s public 
life, while the other three are concerned with inner qualities (love, faith and purity) which 
nevertheless have a public manifestation. 
 
Source: 
Guthrie, D. (1990). Pastoral Epistles: An Introduction and Commentary (Vol. 14, pp. 108–109). 
Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press. 
 
Set an example for other believers in: ppt for each 
1. speech (James 1:19/ also James 3) 
2. conduct (I Peter 1:15) 
3. love (I Corinthians 13/ Matthew 22:37-40/ Ephesians 5:1-2) 
4. faith (Hebrews 11:1/ 2 Corinthians 5:7) 
5. purity (Psalm 119:9/ Matthew 5:8/ “keep yourself pure”) 
 
Finish the text: 
Ppt 13 Until I come, devote yourself to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation, and to 
teaching. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/tntcpasus?ref=Bible.1Ti4.6&off=1238&ctx=d+from+the+apostle.%0a~In+the+concluding+ph


 
-as Emma read the passage earlier 
-Exhortation (encouragement or persuasion) and teaching 
 
Ppt 14 Do not neglect the gift you have, which was given you by prophecy when the council of 
elders laid their hands on you. 
 
Ppt specific gifting (see I Corinthians 12/ Romans 12/ Ephesians 4) 
 
Ppt 15 Practice these things, immerse yourself in them, so that all may see your progress. 
16 Keep a close watch on yourself and on the teaching. Persist in this, for by so doing you will 
save both yourself and your hearers. 
 
-practicing your gifts for spiritual growth and the benefit of the body 
 
*Emma’s gifts - exhortation, service, mercy 
-planning service weekend of July 
 
ppt 
*When students live on mission they minister to all generations. 
 
Mainspring zoom call: a couple months ago 
Ppt Unity - John 17 (“that they may be one as We are one”) 
 
-We are on different pages when it comes to Covid and to the unrest here in America 
“grace and peace” 
 
-generational unity 
 
*Discipleship - this fall 
 
Issues of understanding - generational but also racial 
 
Age and race relate 
*racial unity - reconciliation 
What divides America and the church? 
1. Politics (why do we argue over social media with believers and unbelievers alike?) 
2. Race (why are we not more diverse?) 
 
Lots of reading, talking with others, and praying… 
Ppt Proximity breeds empathy 
Ppt Seek first to understand, then to be understood 
Ppt “Our progress will only go as far as our empathy carries us.” -Matt Chandler 
 



Ppt 3 words to live by: Understanding, compassion, empathy 
-like Jesus 
 
Ppt Isa. 1:17 
  learn to do good; 
seek justice, 
    correct oppression; 
bring justice to the fatherless, 
    plead the widow's cause. 
 
Ppt Who are you friends with?  
(people who look like you? white/black people, law enforcement, immigrants, refugees, etc.) 
 
-listen to people 
-invite them into your life 
 
*Judy Melton story (baptized in February) 
“Recently with all that’s going on I took it upon myself while traveling this weekend go up to ten 
(8 African Americans and 2 Asian) people and said I my name is Judy.   I am trying to make new 
friends of a different race, would you like to be my friend? They all say yes or how glad they 
were I took the time to do this. 2 of them hugs me and 3 wanted to hold my hand and I let 
them. Just wanted to share my little start of my helping this crazy world, made me feel good to 
do it. It comes from my going to church to do good things for people.” 
 
When it comes to serving others, listening to others, and loving others: 
We can learn from people like Judy and Emma… (senior adult and graduating senior) 
 
Application: ppt for each 
1. Set an example for other believers in: speech, conduct, love, faith, and purity 
2. Reach out to someone in a different generation and get to know them and learn from 
them  
3. Befriend someone of a different ethnic background and invite them into your life 
 
Ppt Some Good News 
 
The Gospel  
 
 
 
Closing Prayer 


