
The Sufficiency of Christ 
1 Corinthians 1:18-31 

Rev. Justin Rumley 
October 16-17, 2021 

 
Insufficiency is defined as being inadequate or simply not being enough. Have you ever 
experienced insufficiency before? I am no stranger to the concept. I have found that my 
Chicago Bears have been notoriously insufficient to find a decent quarterback. My Chicago Cubs 
seem insufficient to win a world series more than once per century. My debit card is currently 
insufficient to buy a Corvette, but let’s be honest I knew that would be the case when I chose 
Bible school. My knowledge of Greek proved insufficient in Greek class when my professor 
called on me to parse a word and I threw out my best guess along with a silent prayer and by 
the grace of God I somehow got it right. My professor though noticed my lack of confidence 
and asked me a specific question he said, “Mr. Rumley do you plan on guessing in regards to 
who you will marry” I was so confused but I replied “of course not sir” then he sharply said “If 
you don’t plan on guessing with other important things in your life then don’t guess when it 
comes to exegeting the Word of God in its original languages.'' Taking this as one of the more 
awkward times God has disciplined my failures, I certainly took Greek class a little more 
seriously.  

Out of all the times we as people are insufficient, there is one place we assuredly do not want 
to be found insufficient. And that is on judgement day face to face with the God of this 
universe. Join with me in 1 Corinthians chapter 1 verses 18-31 as we reflect on the only way to 
be found sufficient on that quickly approaching day of judgement.  

Read 1 Corinthians 1:18-31  

-The Apostle Paul begins by reminding the church that the gospel is offensive to the unbelieving 
world yet the very power of God to those who are believing.  

-To the Jews the gospel is a stumbling block.  

-To the Gentiles the gospel is foolishness. 

-Have you noticed that the Jesus of Scripture is a stumbling block and foolishness to the 
unbelieving world of today? Jesus as creator is foolish to those who want to look “scholarly” to 
the academics of the world. Jesus as judge is a stumbling block to those who want to live 
however they want. Jesus as Savior is unacceptable to those who believe they are already 
righteous enough and don't need saving. Jesus as God is offensive to those who want to be 
their own god. Jesus as the way, the truth and the life is nails on a chalkboard to those who 
want there to be many ways to God, want truth to be subjective, and are simply comfortable in 
their sin otherwise known as spiritual death.  



Although it may be tempting, we shouldn’t shy away from the reality that the gospel is 
unsavory to the spiritual palette of unbelievers. 

-We bait the gospel to be more tolerable to the world. 

-We also can play “dress up” with the church.  

Read verses 26-29  

-Paul now turns to demonstrate that no one should boast in themselves but in God alone. God 
is in the business of reminding us of our smallness, or insufficiency, by showing His greatness or 
His sufficiency.  

-For example, why would God choose a stuttering orphaned shepherd named Moses, who btw 
had a criminal record, to go toe to toe with the most powerful man in the world at that time, 
Pharaoh? Relying on human wisdom we would side with Pharaoh not Moses in that brawl.  

-Or why would God choose the small shepherd boy David who had a nice little rock collection to 
take on the pagan giant Goliath? Relying on human power we would place our bets on the 
Philistine heavyweight to win that Pay Per View duel.  

-God did this to demonstrate His power and wisdom as being far superior than the best this 
world has to offer, or the Pharaoh’s and Goliaths. 

-God also magnified Himself by choosing the Jews to be His people in the Old Testament? 
Deuteronomy 7:6-9 makes it crystal clear “6 For you are a people holy to the Lord your God. The 
Lord your God has chosen you out of all the peoples on the face of the earth to be his people, his 
treasured possession. 7 The Lord did not set his affection on you and choose you because you 
were more numerous than other peoples, for you were the fewest of all peoples. 8 But it was 
because the Lord loved you and kept the oath he swore to your ancestors that he brought you 
out with a mighty hand and redeemed you from the land of slavery, from the power of Pharaoh 
king of Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God, keeping his 
covenant of love to a thousand generations of those who love him and keep his 
commandments.”  

We see here that in the Old Testament God had a people who were intended to be righteous, 
or to keep the commandments, who were set apart or sanctified, as they were a treasured 
possession to God and chosen to be holy and unique out of all the peoples in the earth. We also 
see God had a people He redeemed or set free from slavery in Egypt. So here in Deuteronomy, 
Israel was intended to be righteous, sanctified, and redeemed. Yet we will find, when 
depending on their power to accomplish that, they were wholly insufficient. Humanity needed 
something different. Rather, we needed someone different. If we, on our own, could not be 
righteous, could not be truly holy or sanctified, and could not remain free or redeemed, we 
needed someone to be our righteousness, to be our sanctification and to be our redemption. 
That and that alone, would be sufficient.  



Read verse 30 (As we now turn our attention to the sufficiency of Christ in more detail, I will 
make a few remarks about each characteristic of Christ and summarize each by reflecting on 
our position in Christ as well as our response due to this new position.)  

 

You are in Christ Jesus  

Union with Christ is a major theme in all of Scripture. We see language like: ”I have been 
crucified with Christ, it is no longer I who live but Christ who lives in me.” “All who have been 
baptized into Christ have been clothed with Christ.” “If then you have been raised with Christ, 
seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your 
minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth. 3 For you have died, and your 
life is hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ who is your life appears, then you also will 
appear with him in glory.”  

-Story about girlfriend with 100 grand in debt.  

Our Position: We are in Christ and Christ is in us.  

Our Response: We live out this new identity no longer defining ourselves by the world, or our 
own feelings, but rather seeing ourselves through the lens of Christ.  

 

Jesus is our wisdom:  

-Wisdom means intelligence, insight, I would argue knowledge of what is right. Christ is all of 
these and more.  

-When we are in Christ by faith we are connected with God, we possess the knowledge of God 
through Christ. We would be ignorant of God separated from Christ for He is our wisdom from 
God.  

-Hebrews 1:1-4 1 “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, God spoke to our fathers by the 
prophets, 2 but in these last days he has spoken to us by his Son, whom he appointed the heir of 
all things, through whom also he created the world. 3 He is the radiance of the glory of God and 
the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds the universe by the word of his power. After 
making purification for sins, he sat down at the right hand of the Majesty on high, 4 having 
become as much superior to angels as the name he has inherited is more excellent than theirs.”  

-God speaks to us through Christ, He reveals Himself through Christ, since Christ is the exact 
imprint of God, we have the Father when we have the Son. He is what connects us to God. He is 
the way the truth and the life no one comes to the Father except through me. No one has 
wisdom of God unless they possess by faith the One who is wisdom from God.  



Colossians 2 describes that in Christ are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge. We 
must search for what is hidden. 

Our position: We have access to God, we have knowledge of God, and we have a relationship 
with God, all by having Christ through faith. 

Our response: We interpret all of reality through the filter of Christ.  

 

Jesus is our righteousness  

-Righteousness means justice. To be righteous is to be obedient, to not break the law but to 
fulfill the law.  

-To be righteous one must be perfectly obedient. James says that failure in one aspect of the 
law is breaking the entire law. Paul says in Romans 3 we have all sinned and fallen short of this 
perfect standard. Isaiah says we are so sin ridden that even our good works are like dirty rags in 
the eyes of a perfectly righteous God. If we can’t be perfectly obedient, we need someone who 
can be on our behalf.  

Check out these verses  

Romans 8:1-4 “There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 2 For 
the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 3 For 
God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, could not do. By sending his own Son in the 
likeness of sinful flesh and for sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4 in order that the righteous 
requirement of the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 
according to the Spirit.”  

Romans 10:3-5 “For, being ignorant of the righteousness of God, and seeking to establish their 
own, they did not submit to God's righteousness. 4 For Christ is the end of the law for 
righteousness to everyone who believes. For Moses writes about the righteousness that is based 
on the law, that the person who does the commandments shall live by them.”  

Acts 13:39 “and by him everyone who believes is justified from everything from which you could 
not be justified by the law of Moses.”  

We are declared righteous or justified in Christ because Jesus fulfilled every aspect of the law 
on our behalf, therefore those who obey the law will live, and we will live because we are in 
Christ, or united with the one who obeyed the law.  

This exchange of righteousness from Jesus to sinners like us is best summed up in 2 Corinthians 
5:21 which says, “For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 
become the righteousness of God.”  

-Adrian Klemm super bowl story.  



Our position: We are considered perfectly obedient in the eyes of God due to Jesus being our 
righteousness and it being credited or imputed to us.  

Our response: We start truly being obedient and fulfilling the law and live righteously like the 
truly righteous one.  

 

Jesus is our sanctification  

-Sanctification means to be holy, or to be set apart for special use.  

-In Christ we are special, we are what the Bible calls the elect, God’s chosen people, a treasured 
possession, a kingdom of priests, saints, the church which in Greek literally means “the called-
out ones”  

Marriage is a great illustration. Out of all the humans in the world we choose one to set a part 
for a special and unique relationship. We choose one and say we will love no other in the same 
way. We choose one and say we will care for no one else in the same way. Out of all the 
humans we set a part one for a unique special relationship called marriage.  

-In Christ, the elect of God is called out from all other peoples to become a unique treasured 
possession of God. We are no longer sinner but saints, we are no longer enemies of God but 
children of God, we are a special people that are set apart for holy use, as we experience this 
unique relationship that not everyone has. We are holy, we are sanctified, we are set apart 
because we are in Christ. Christ is the reason we are holy and set apart because he is our 
sanctification.  

Our position: We are holy, unique, treasured, special, and called out.  

Our response: We must live out this sanctification by becoming more like Christ. Be holy as I am 
holy is a command from Scripture. We are not to act like the ordinary unbelieving world, when 
we are a special, unique people who are children of God.  

 

Jesus is our redemption  

-To redeem is to effect freedom or release by the payment of a ransom. Redemption is 
deliverance from the oppression of slavery.  

-God redeemed the people of Israel from slavery in Egypt under Pharaoh. So to, Jesus redeems 
us from spiritual slavery to sin under the spiritual slave driver of Satan. Scripture is crystal clear 
outside of Christ we are dead in our sin, we are enslaved to our sin, we are spiritual blind and 
are slaves to Satan. Just as God sent Moses to tell Pharaoh to “let my people go” so the Father 
sent the Son to tell Satan to “let my people go.”  



In Luke 9, we see the intriguing event known as the “Transfiguration.” Here Jesus shows His 
divinity but also, we see Moses and Elijah talking with Jesus. We hear that Moses and Elijah 
were talking to Jesus about His “departure which he was about to accomplish in Jerusalem.” I 
will let you guess what the word for departure means in Greek. It is the word exodus. In other 
words, we see Moses talking to Jesus about the exodus that He was going to accomplish in 
Jerusalem. Wow!!! Just as Jesus sent Moses to lead an exodus out of Egypt, we see Moses 
talking with Jesus about the exodus He is about to lead from Jerusalem. This exodus would 
consist of leading His elect people out of spiritual slavery and oppression into the promise land 
of the new heavens and new earth.  

Here are some verses to consider:  

1 Corinthians 6:19-20 “19 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit 
within you, whom you have from God? You are not your own, 20 for you were bought with a 
price. So glorify God in your body.”  

1 Peter 1:17-19 “And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's 
deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile, 18 knowing that you 
were ransomed from the futile ways inherited from your forefathers, not with perishable things 
such as silver or gold, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, like that of a lamb without 
blemish or spot”  

Our position: We are free from slavery to sin and Satan. We are God’s promised people 
following the true Moses out of our spiritual Egypt  

Our response: We must live like free people and not return to the sin which once enslaved us 
and look forward to the promised land that is the new heavens and the new earth.  

Paul closes this chapter by stressing the reality of how God saves by utterly destroying any 
foundation for boasting. Since Christ is our wisdom, we have no basis for boasting that we were 
smart enough to find God, when the knowledge of God is contained in Christ who found us. 
Since Christ is our righteousness, we have no basis for boasting that we were good enough to 
earn justification when the perfect obedience to satisfy the judgement of God is only found in 
Jesus. We have no basis for boasting that we are sanctified, or special and unique by our own 
merits when Christ is our sanctification and the Father seeing Christ in us is the only basis for 
our holiness when without Christ the Father sees only our dirty rags and nasty sinful nature. We 
have no basis for boasting of our redemption because slaves can’t free themselves. Rather, 
Christ is our redemption as He produced the only price that could pay our debts which was His 
precious blood. We are insufficient but Christ is more than sufficient  

-Story about the audit and my business manager needing to be perfect.  

-How much more so on judgement day will our wisdom look like foolishness. Our righteousness 
looks like sinful dirty rags. Our sanctification or holiness look like unholiness, and our 
redemption look like we are still in the chains of slavery.  



-Take heart this morning weary sinner Hebrews 10:14 says this “For by a single offering he has 
perfected for all time those who are being sanctified.”  

How does Christ perfect us by offering himself to the Father?! Because we are united to Christ 
by faith on judgement day when God looks at us, He will no longer see our foolishness but will 
see Christ who is our wisdom. God will no longer see our sinful dirty rags but will rather see 
Christ’s perfect obedience because He is our righteousness. God will no longer see our 
unholiness because He will see Christ is our sanctification. God will no longer recognize us as 
slaves to sin because Christ is our redemption.  

- I cannot express myself better than this ancient 3rd century Christian did in a work titled “The 
Epistle to Diognetus.” “He gave His own Son as a ransom for us, the holy One for transgressors, 
the blameless One for the wicked, the righteous One for the unrighteous, the incorruptible One 
for the corruptible, the immortal One for those who are mortal. For what other thing was 
capable of covering our sins than His righteousness? By what other one was it possible that we, 
the wicked and ungodly, could be justified, than by the only Son of God? O sweet exchange! O 
unsearchable operation! O benefits surpassing all expectation! That the wickedness of many 
should be hid in a single righteous One, and that the righteousness of One should justify many 
transgressors!”  

As the author of Hebrews said, for by one offering Jesus has forever perfected those who are 
being sanctified.  

The Greek word for perfected means to complete, to bring to the finish, in other words, to be 
sufficient. 


