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One night many years ago in central Illinois, Beth had a meeting at church.  As the 
girls and I watched her get ready, we noticed she was leaving with two delicious 
desserts.  When we couldn’t get her to give us some before she left, we pleaded 
with her to bring some home after the meeting.  She promised she would. 
 
As the night went on, the girls repeatedly asked me, “Dad, when’s mom coming 
home?”  After sunset, the questions crescendoed.  I told them I wasn’t sure of the 
exact time but I knew she was going to come.  About 8:30, the troops were restless, 
so we went outside to wait for her.  No one had shoes on and some of us were in 
our pajamas (you can tell I was in charge that night).   
 
At first we sat on the front porch waiting.  Then, the girls started doing cartwheels 
in the grass.  Eventually, one of them got out her pogo stick and we all tried 
jumping on it.  The girls laughed hard when I attempted to hop around.  The later it 
got, the more distracted we became.  We were so focused on having fun, they 
stopped asking about mom.   
 
Megan was tired so I put her to bed (so I could eat her portion of the dessert).  
About 9:20, Beth rolled into the driveway.  She was startled to see us outside in 
our pajamas and we were delighted to finally get our dessert. 
 
The second coming of Jesus is a bit like this.  We know He’s coming but we don’t 
know when.  While many of us are filled with expectation, several of us are 
distracted by other things, and some of us have fallen asleep. 
 
I pray God will shake us out of our spiritual slumber since the coming of Christ 
will be sudden and unexpected.  Here’s what I’m hoping we learn today: The 
closeness of Christ’s coming should cause us to walk closely with Him today. 
   
Have you ever wondered why the Christian calendar does not have a time of the 
year to celebrate the return of Christ?  We celebrate Christ’s First Coming at 
Christmas and His death and resurrection on Good Friday and Easter; but we have 
no set time of the year to focus on His Second Coming.   
 
Before we jump in, let’s consider some preliminary points. 
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1.  There are different views about the Second Coming among Christians.  
Have you noticed there are godly individuals who differ on how future events will 
take place?  I have read and studied enough to know one should not be too 
dogmatic on the precise details of how everything will happen.  While some 
specifics aren’t as clear as we may like, it is clear Jesus is coming back! 
 
I’m reminded of the man whose grandfather clock went haywire and chimed 
fourteen times one midnight.  He jumped up and said, “Wake up, Nellie, it’s later 
than it’s ever been before.”  I believe it’s later than it’s ever been before and we 
are living in the last days.   
 
2.  The Bible is filled with prophecy.  One author urges us to be confident Jesus 
will come again “…because He promised He would – five times more frequently 
than He promised to come the first time!  Since His first coming is a fact of history, 
we can be at least five times as certain that He will come the second time.”  
 
When our family visited Washington, D.C. many years ago, I was struck by the 
inscription on the dome of the Capitol: “One God, one law, one element; and one 
far off, divine event to which the whole creation moves.”  I’m not sure it’s all that 
far off! 
 
3.  The aim of prophecy is always practical and pastoral.  While we want to 
know the answers to “when” and “what,” Jesus focused on “who” we need to be 
and “how” we should live in light of His return.  Write this down - prophecy is not 
designed to satisfy our curiosity but to sanctify our character.  The question is not 
when Jesus will return but what will we do before He gets here?  Let’s focus on 
being faithful and let God handle the end of the world! 
 
4.  I believe in the literal, personal, imminent, pre-tribulation and pre-
millennial return of the Lord Jesus Christ with His redeemed ones.  That’s a 
mouthful, isn’t it?  When Jesus returns, some will be snatched away while many 
will be left behind to face a seven-year period of unprecedented Tribulation as 
described in the books of Daniel and Revelation.  Friend, I can tell you this: 
however it all takes place, you do not want to be left behind! 
 
The return of Christ will not be symbolic but will involve Jesus Himself.  
Imminent means He can come and rapture believers at any time.  The phrases “pre-
tribulational” and “pre-millennial” are best explained by looking at this chart: 
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Jesus will come before the Tribulation, rapture the Christians who are alive, 
resurrect the redeemed who have died, and take us all back to Heaven with Him.  
This will be followed by a 7-year period of unprecedented Tribulation.  At the end 
of this time, Christ will return with believers and set up His 1,000 year-reign on 
earth.  I believe the rapture is “pre,” or before the Tribulation; and Jesus will return 
“pre,” or before He inaugurates the millennial kingdom. 
 
Here’s how the Edgewood doctrinal statement reads: “We believe that the end of 
this age is approaching and will culminate in ‘That blessed hope’ - the personal, 
imminent return of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  We believe in the bodily 
resurrection of the just and of the unjust, the everlasting blessedness of the saved, 
and the everlasting punishment of the lost.” 
 
I’ve been helped by a new book by David Jeremiah called, “Where Do We Go 
From Here?”  I want to pass along some of his insight: “There may never be a 
time in history when end times prophecy is more aligned with current events than it 
is today.” 
 
Matthew 24 gives us six signs indicating the time of great tribulation and His 
Second Coming is near.  Dr. Jeremiah believes we’re seeing early evidence of how 
these signs are increasing in intensity.   
 

1. Deception by false Christs (vv. 4-5) 
2. Disputes and warfare among nations (vv. 6-7) 
3. Disease and famine worldwide (vv. 7-8) 
4. Deliverance of believers to persecution (v. 9) 
5. Defection of false believers (vv. 10-13) 
6. Declaration of the gospel to the whole world (v. 14) 

 
The rest of the book points to other issues of concern: socialism, globalism, 
pandemics, economic chaos, the falling away, cancel culture, spiritual famine, and 
tensions in the Middle East.  He concludes by celebrating the ultimate triumph of 
the gospel. 
 
I would add catastrophic events like 9/11, hurricanes, earthquakes, and tornadoes 
remind us life goes by fast, it is fragile, and there will come a point when it is final.  
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Our cultural climate of death, destruction, and despair has spun out of control with 
increasing drug and alcohol addiction, the breakdown of the family, school 
shootings, and threats of more violence to come on TikTok. 
 
Are you aware 1 Thessalonians contains a reference to the return of Christ in every 
chapter?  Please turn to 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18: “But we do not want you to be 
uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve as 
others do who have no hope. For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen 
asleep.  For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord that we who are alive, 
who are left until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen 
asleep. For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, 
with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of God. 
And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, will 
be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and 
so we will always be with the Lord.  Therefore encourage one another with these 
words.” 
 
In verse 13, Paul began by saying he did not want these new believers to be 
uninformed.  This is a very emphatic statement meant to get their attention.  
Perhaps they thought Jesus was going to return any moment and rescue them from 
their trials.  When their brothers and sisters in Christ started dying, it caused them 
concern.  Did their deaths disqualify them from meeting the Lord when He 
returned?  Had they somehow missed out on the end time events?   
 
Paul is writing to clear up their confusion about those who have fallen “asleep.”  
That reminds me of the Sunday school teacher who asked her class why it’s 
important to be quiet in church.  One spunky little girl replied, “Because people 
are sleeping!”  I don’t think that’s what Paul had in mind here.   
 
The phrase “fallen asleep” is used in verse, 13, 14, and 15 to describe believers 
who have died.  This is a wonderful way to speak of death for the believer.  Our 
souls don’t sleep at death; they go immediately into the presence of the Lord as 
stated in 2 Corinthians 5:8: “…We would rather be away from the body and at 
home with the Lord.”   
 
But our bodies are “asleep” in the sense they will wake up again and be 
resurrected.  In John 11:11 when referring to Lazarus who had been in the tomb for 
several days, Jesus said: “Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to 
awaken him.”   
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Incidentally, this word in Greek is where we get our word “cemetery.”  When you 
think about it, a cemetery is a sleeping place, a dormitory for dead people, who 
will one day be resurrected.   
 
Before we go much further, let’s define the term “Rapture.”  Look at the phrase in 
verse 17, “will be caught up.”  This verb means, “to snatch up, to seize, and to 
carry off with force.”  The Latin Vulgate translates this as “rapture,” which is the 
word we use today to describe how Jesus will “snatch us away and gather us 
together” when we meet Him in the clouds.   
 
Warren Wiersbe defines the various meanings of the Greek word “caught up” 
with these phrases: “to catch away speedily,” “to seize by force,” to claim for 
one’s own self,” “to move to a new place,” and “to rescue from danger.”  
 
But, I’m getting ahead of myself.  Let’s slow down and look at each verse 
carefully.  We’ll see that… 
 

• The Promise of the Rapture is Sure (14-15a) 
• The Participants of the Rapture are Certain (15b) 
• The Plan of the Rapture is Set (16-17) 
• The Purpose of the Rapture is to Strengthen Us (18) 
 

The closeness of Christ’s coming should cause us to walk closely with Him today. 
 
1. The Promise is Sure (14-15a).  The promise of the rapture is sure because it is 
built on the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ in verse 14: “For since we 
believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so through Jesus, God will bring 
with Him those who have fallen asleep.”  This is a concise summary of biblical 
Christianity.  Jesus died as full payment for our sins.  By rising from the dead, He 
conquered death.  The Resurrection proved God the Father accepted the sacrifice 
of His Son and guaranteed we too will be raised to new life.    
 
The first part of verse 15 gives us another reason to be confident of His coming: 
“For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord…”  Commentators suggest 
this may refer to something Jesus said when He was alive, but was not recorded in 
the Gospels, or it may be something Jesus revealed directly to Paul.  As such, it 
carries with it tremendous authority.  The Rapture is not a made-up doctrine.  It’s 
not theological speculation.  It’s sure because it’s built on three pillars – the 
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redemption provided by Christ, the resurrection of Christ, and the revelation of 
Christ.  
 
2.  The Participants Are Certain (15b).  In the remainder of verse 15 we see the 
participants are certain: “that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep.”  There are two groups of 
people who will participate in the Rapture. 
 

• Believers who are alive 
• Believers who have died 

 
3.  The Plan is Set (16-17).  The problem of sorrow is now solved because the 
promise is sure and the participants are certain.  The plan of the Rapture is set forth 
in verses 16-17: “For the Lord himself will descend from heaven with a cry of 
command, with the voice of the archangel, and with the sound of the trumpet of 
God. And the dead in Christ will rise first.  Then we who are alive, who are left, 
will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, 
and so we will always be with the Lord.”  Paul lists eight key elements to this plan. 
 

• A sudden descent.  Notice the Lord Himself will come down from Heaven 
just like Acts 1:11 declared He would: “This Jesus, who was taken up from 
you into heaven, will come in the same way as you saw Him go into 
heaven.”   This is not symbolic or some kind of literary device.  This is the 
literal Lord, coming down from Heaven. 
 

• A cry of command.  This is a military term which was issued when the 
troops were “at ease” and it was time for them to “fall in.”  It can also mean 
to stand up.  Jesus is commanding all Christians to get on their feet and to 
fall in line.  This phrase was authoritative and came with a sense of urgency.  
Listen to what Jesus said in John 5:25: “Truly, truly, I say to you, an hour 
is coming, and is now here, when the dead will hear the voice of the Son of 
God, and those who hear will live.”  This is the time when the dead and the 
devoted will hear the thunderous command of the Commander in Chief of 
the armies of Heaven.   

 
• The voice of the archangel.  Daniel 12 and Jude 9 identified the archangel 

as Michael.  As Jesus comes down with his booming command, Michael’s 
voice is echoing behind Him. 
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• The sound of the trumpet of God.  In Exodus 19, a very loud trumpet was 
used to call the people out to meet with God.  In Zechariah 9:14, a trumpet 
was used as a signal the Lord was about to rescue His people.  The trumpet 
sounds forth at the Rapture because God’s people are called out in order to 
be rescued.   

 
• A great resurrection.  Notice it’s the dead “in Christ” who are raised.  This 

is only a resurrection of believers.  The unsaved dead are left in their graves 
to be raised at the Great White Throne judgment 1,000 years later as spelled 
out in Revelation 20:5: “The rest of the dead did not come to life until the 
thousand years were ended.”  
 
All believers in Christ will be raised.  That includes people who died 2000 
years ago and those who died in Christ this week.  It includes the martyr 
Stephen, Martin Luther, John Calvin, Corrie Ten Boom, Todd Beamer, and 
believers from our own congregation.  They will be raised indestructible 
with brand-new bodies, clothed with immortality, healed, restored, put in 
their right minds, and raised to live forever, to die no more.   
 

• A glorious rapture.  Rapture is a word that always implies a change of 
location.  Living believers will be literally lifted off the earth.  How will it 
happen?  1 Corinthians 15:52 describes the scene as taking place “in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye.”  How fast is that?  It’s faster than it 
takes to blink your eyes.   
 
One moment you’re driving your car, the next nanosecond you’re flying 
through the clouds.  One second you’re eating steak tacos, the next you’re 
airborne.  One instant you’re cheering for the Packers, the next you discover 
the angels are wearing green and gold!  Just like that.  We’ll be here one 
moment and gone the next.   

 
• A grand reunion.  Notice what Paul says in verse 17, “We will be caught 

up together with them.”  Then he says, “And so we will always be with the 
Lord.”  Listen to what the Lord Jesus said in John 14:3: “And if I go and 
prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take you to myself, that 
where I am you may be also.”  This is the ultimate family reunion.  All 
Christians from all centuries from every land, nation, tribe, and tongue will 
be together at last with Jesus.   
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• A joyful meeting.  Notice three key words.  We will meet the Lord.  We will 
be with the Lord.  We will be with the Lord forever.  Do you remember what 
Jesus said to the dying thief in Luke 23:43? “Today you will be with me in 
paradise.”  The word “meet” is a beautiful word used to describe the 
meeting of a dignitary or a king as people rushed to get close to him.  We 
will not only meet Him, we will be with Him.  And we will be with Him 
always, never to be separated from the Savior again. 

 
The problem of sorrow is solved because the promise of the rapture is sure, the 
participants are certain, and the plan is set.  Now we come to the final point: the 
purpose of the rapture is to strengthen us. 
 
4.  The Purpose of the Rapture is to Strengthen Us (18).  As we come to the end 
of this chapter, Pastor Paul reveals the purpose behind what he has written: 
“Therefore encourage one other with these words.”  As believers, we should be 
talking more about the Rapture than we do because knowing what is coming ought 
to influence what we are doing right now.   
 
The purpose of prophecy is to give us hope, comfort, and encouragement.  Jesus is 
coming again.  It’s a promise to believe.  At the same time, it’s a frightening 
prospect for those who have not yet put their faith in Christ.  If you don’t know 
Jesus as your personal Savior, if you have not been born again, you will be left 
behind. 
 
The closeness of Christ’s coming should cause us to walk closely with Him today. 
 
Let’s wrap up with some lessons for how to live in these last days. 
 
1.  Rearrange your priorities.  Do you live more like the world than a follower of 
the Word?  The study of God’s prophetic program is always meant to purify God’s 
people. 
 
1 John 2:28 challenges us to be ready for His return: “And now, little children, 
abide in Him, so that when He appears we may have confidence and not shrink 
before Him in shame at His coming.”  The only thing worse than being left 
behind is to be ashamed when Jesus returns.   
 
I like what D.L. Moody once said: “I have been working three times as hard since 
I came to understand that my Lord is coming again.”  When Jesus returns, do you 
want to be found lazy?  Do you want Him to come back while you’re nursing that 
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grudge?  Do you want Him to return when friction and unforgiveness is tearing 
your marriage apart?  Do you want Him to appear when you’ve not been giving of 
your financial resources to expand His kingdom?  Would you have been OK if He 
had returned when you were involved in that secret sin this week? 
 
2.  Always encourage one another.  To “encourage” means to come alongside 
someone and give the help he or she needs.  Here are some practical ideas: 
 

• Talk about the return of Christ at least once a day.   
• Interject the Second Coming into conversations by using the phrase, 

“Maranatha.”  This word is found at the end of the Book of Revelation and 
means, “Come, Lord Jesus.” 

• Pepper your prayers with references to His return.   
 
3.  Tell lost people about the Lord.   Don’t get so caught up in prophecy you 
forget to point people to Christ.  In response to some questions about the timing of 
His Second Coming, Jesus said in Acts 1:7: “It is not for you to know times or 
seasons that the Father has fixed by his own authority.”  We’re not to be focused 
on date setting but instead we’re called to be Spirit-empowered witnesses.  Look at 
the very next verse: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” (Acts 1:8).  Instead of worrying, we should 
be worshipping and witnessing. 
 
4.  Repent and receive Christ.  Don’t delay because you could die today!  Or, 
Jesus could come back tonight.  Do you know why Christ has not returned yet?   
It’s because God is patiently giving you time to repent now…before it is too late!  
Listen to 2 Peter 3:9-10: “The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, 
but that all should reach repentance.  But the day of the Lord will come like a 
thief, and then the heavens will pass away with a roar, and the heavenly bodies 
will be burned up and dissolved, and the earth and the works that are done on it 
will be exposed.” 
 
Friend, it’s not too late for you.  In fact, if you want it, you can have a new 
beginning.  It doesn’t matter what you’ve done, where you’ve been sleeping, or 
how many times you’ve gone to church.  Turn to Jesus right now…before it is too 
late.   
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I don’t know how to say this any other way.  If you don’t know Jesus through the 
new birth, you have an appointment with judgment.  There will be no escape 
unless you repent and put your faith in Jesus Christ.  It’s your choice.  What will it 
be?  Do you want to face condemnation and damnation?  Or, do you want to be 
rescued and raptured?  Do you want to go to heaven or to hell?  Do you want 
deliverance or destruction?  Flee to Jesus now before it’s too late…so you’re not 
left behind. 
 
After reading part of the first novel in the “Left Behind” series many years ago, my 
youngest sister Beth, threw the book across the room.  She feared if Jesus came 
back right then, she would be left behind.  This led her on a search, which 
culminated in her conversion to Christ. 
 
The closeness of Christ’s coming should cause us to walk closely with Him today. 
 
‘Twas the night before Jesus Came, and all through the house 
Not a creature was praying, not one in the house. 
The Bible was laid on the shelf without care, 
In hope that Jesus would not come there. 
 
The children were dressing to crawl into bed, 
Not once ever kneeling or bowing a head. 
And Mom in her rocker with Baby on her lap 
Was watching the late show while I took a nap. 
 
When out of the East there arose such a clatter, 
I sprang to my feet to see what was the matter. 
Away to the window I flew like a flash, 
Tore open the shutters, threw up the sash! 
 
When what to my wondering eyes should appear? 
But angels proclaiming that Jesus was here! 
With a light like the sun sending forth a bright ray, 
I knew in a moment this must be the Day! 
 
The light of his face made me cover my head. 
It was Jesus! Returning just like He’d said. 
And though I possessed worldly wisdom and wealth, 
I cried when I saw Him in spite of myself. 
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In the Book of Life which He held in His hand 
Was written the name of every saved man. 
He spoke not a word as He searched for my name. 
When He said, “It’s not here,” my head hung in shame. 
 
The people whose names had been written with love, 
He gathered to take to His father above. 
With those who were ready, He rose without a sound 
While all the rest were standing around. 
 
I fell to my knees, but it was too late. 
I had waited too long, and thus sealed my fate. 
I stood and cried as they rose out of sight, 
“If only I had been ready tonight!” 
 
A couple months ago, an Edgewood member mentioned she wished we had more 
sermons on the end times.  I agreed.  In large part, the sermon today comes out of 
that conversation.  When I decided to preach this message, I called to thank her.  
Before hanging up, I said, “Betty, Jesus could come back today.”  Without 
hesitation she said, “I’m ready!”   
 
Are you ready?  Or, are you distracted?  Or, have you fallen asleep?  If Jesus were 
to return this afternoon would you be lifted up or would you be left behind?   
 
If you’re ready to commit your life to Jesus Christ and find salvation, please pray 
this prayer of salvation with me.  When we’re finished, I’m going to ask you to 
raise your hand if you repented and received Christ. 
 
Invitation 
 
Lord Jesus, for too long I’ve kept You out of my life.  I admit I am a sinner and I 
cannot save myself.  I repent of my sins by changing my mind about the way I’ve 
been living.  I don’t want to be left behind.  By faith I gratefully receive Your gift of 
salvation.  Thank You, Lord Jesus, for coming to earth.  With all my heart I believe 
You are the Son of God who died on the cross for my sins and rose from the dead 
on the third day.  Thank You for bearing my sins and giving me the gift of eternal 
life.  Thank You for dying in my place as my substitute.  I believe Your words are 
true.  I repent and now receive You as my Lord and Savior.  I surrender to Your 
leadership in my life.  Make me into the person You want me to be as your disciple 
who looks for ways to make more disciples.  In Jesus’ Name.  Amen. 
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Closing Song: “Even So, Come” 
 
If you prayed that prayer would you raise your hand so we can rejoice with you?   
 
Please stand and receive these words from Revelation 22 as our closing 
Benediction. 
 
12 “Behold, I am coming soon, bringing my recompense with me, to repay each 
one for what he has done. 13 I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, 
the beginning and the end.” 17 The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come.” And let the 
one who hears say, “Come.” And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who 
desires take the water of life without price…20 He who testifies to these things 
says, “Surely I am coming soon.” Amen. Come, Lord Jesus!  21 The grace of the 
Lord Jesus be with all. Amen.  
 
 


