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Main Point: Jesus is praying for us to be a community of unity. 
 
Verses on the Importance of Unity 

1. Judges 20:11 
2. 2 Chronicles 30:12 
3. Psalm 133:1 
4. Jeremiah 32:38-39 
5. John 10:16 
6. Romans 15:5-6 
7. 1 Corinthians 1:10-11 
8. Galatians 3:28 
9. Philippians 1:27 
10. Philippians 2:2 
11. 1 Peter 3:8 

 
The Lord’s Prayer (John 17) 

1. This is the true “Lord’s Prayer” – The prayer we commonly refer to as the “Lord’s 
Prayer” is actually the                                       prayer. 

2. This is the                                       prayer of Jesus. 
3. This prayer is saturated with                          – He pleads for our unity four different times. 
4. The word “that” is used 19 times – Jesus has a                                behind His prayer.  

• He is praying so that His followers become united with Him and with each other. 
5. This prayer was prayed                                 for the disciples’ benefit. 
6. We need                                       strength to be united with fellow followers – The very 

fact Jesus prayed for unity indicates we can’t accomplish this on our own. 
 
Three Themes 

1. For Himself – that He may be                                    (John 17:1-5). 
2. For the disciples – to be                                            (John 17:6-19). 
3. For future followers – to be                                 (John 17:20-26). 

 
The Disciples 

1. Jesus knows He is about to                                   His believers behind. 
2. He can foresee the upcoming                                           and every temptation they are 

going to face. 
3. He knows how the Deceiver will work to                              His disciples. 
4. So, He prays for their                             . 



 
Holy Father 

1. He refers to God as “Holy Father,” indicating His Father is far                     the wickedness 
of the world. 

2. The Father’s “name” stands for all of His resources,                            , and abilities. 
3. Jesus is asking the Father to stand guard over those who have put their faith in Him by 

unleashing His arsenal of                                        oversight. 
 
Future Followers 

1. In verse 20, Jesus expands His intercession to include                  and me. 
2. Belief comes through the                                        of the message. 
3. This request for oneness is made with increasing                                     in each verse. 

• “That they may all be one” (vs. 21). 
• “That they may be one even as we are one” (vs. 22). 
• “That they may become perfectly one” (vs. 23). 

4. Jesus doesn’t pray for: 
•                                            (for everyone to be the same). 
•                                         (for absolute agreement of opinion). 
•                                  (for absolute affiliation). 

5. Jesus prays for                              (oneness of heart, faith, and purpose). 
 
Five Principles 

1. The parameters of oneness include                    believers (vs. 21a). 
• Cautions: 

o Abandon extreme                                   – Some believers refuse to acknowledge 
there are true Christians in other churches. 

o Avoid ecumenical                                       – There are doctrinal differences and 
biblical distinctions which must be maintained. Truth alone must determine our 
alignments. 

o Unity doesn’t mean                                – We have different gifts, abilities, 
personalities, thoughts, and opinions.  We’re not called to be the “same,” we’re 
called to be one. 

2. The pattern for oneness is linked to the unity within the                                (11, 21c-22). 
• The unity Christ prays for us is so intimate, so personal, and so                     that it is 

patterned after, and based upon, the relationships which exist in the Godhead 
(Ephesians 4:4-6). 

3. The purpose of oneness is to accelerate                                         (21b, 23). 
• When unity is                                    within a church, or between churches, the bridge 

between believers and the world is effectively blown up. 
• A divided Christian community                          , by its behavior, the message it 

proclaims. 
4. The practice of oneness puts God’s                                         on display to the world (vs 22). 



• The word “glory” means, “                                 ” and represents the visible 
manifestation of all of God’s attributes. 

• The glory God the Father gave to Jesus has been given to                ! (Matthew 5:16) 
• Oneness gives                                to our claims (John 17:23) 

o God’s                                 – He sent His Son to be Savior of the world. 
o God’s                               – God loves Christ-followers as much as He loves Jesus. 

5. God wants us to be absolutely united (vs.23). 
• The word “perfectly” derives from a root which conveys the idea of “            ” or 

“aim” and has the idea of “maturity and completeness.” 
• Our unity with Christ and our submission to Him should give us a spirit of                     

___________________ and sweet harmony with other Christ followers. 
 
Steps to Unity 

1. Be a                               . 
• In our relationship with God, absence makes the heart wander. 
• Distance from God can cause                                  with others. 

2. Be a                                     . 
• Instead of judging, gossiping, or slandering others, practice being a peacemaker 

(Proverbs 11:13, 6:19). 
• Whether you’ve been wronged by another believer, or you’ve been the one who has 

done wrong, the Bible says you’re to go and meet face-to-face and seek                            
__________________ (Matthew 5:23-24, 18:15-17). 

• Romans 12:18 doesn’t allow us to be                                     about unity. 
o Have you done everything possible, as far as it depends on you, to deal with the 

discord, or are you being too passive? 
3. Be a                              (Ephesians 4:3). 

• Pursue reconciliation and, when possible,                           in all interpersonal conflicts. 
• Talk                           to those with whom we experience conflict rather than talking 

about them to others. 
• Be                                      in our discussions about others. 
• Hold each other                                       when we violate this commitment. 


